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' Preached before the 


P E ERS. 


IN THE. 


A BBY CHUR = H 
at Weſtminſter, Novemb. 7. 1666: 


for the Continuing Peſtilence, 


PHIlL1P. 4.5. 
The Lord 15 at band. 


ey Ome Graces are primary, radi- 
» cal and fundamental, which ha- 
, ES ving their proper termination 

er” in God and Chriſt, are there. 
\fore.! .as to their formal and immediate beau- 
ty, Inviſible to any eye, but his who {carch- 
eth the Heart and tryeth the Rems. . . So 
we B Out 


Let your Moderation be known unto all-Men. 


SE RM O'N | 


Being a Day of Solemn Humiliation 
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our Repertance is {aid to be towards God, and 
Faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Acts 20. 


|21, our Faith and Hope 18 faid to be in God, 


i Pet. 1. 21- As the Root, though the prin- 
cipal Seat of Life in the Tree, is under 
grouhd unſeen, but the fruits flowing from 
that Lite are viſible; or, as the Orator ſaith 


lof a goodly Structare , faſtigia ſpefQantur, 


latent fundament So the moſt primitive and 
vital Graces are in themſelves knowa onely 
ro God, and to the Heart which enjoyes 
chem; but in and by their fruits they may, 
and muſt be known unto men. By our 


Works we muſt ſhew our Faith, Jam. 2. 18. 
AS. 19, 18. Works, 1 mean, of tranſient 
Charity , which properly termimate upon 
others, without us; In which reſpe&our 
Saviour, though he forbid us to do our 
Works to be ſeen of men, in a way of Oſtenta- 
tion, Matth, 6.1. 6. 16. +-18. yet he com- 
mandeth us to let our Light ſhine before men, 


F 


in a Way of Edification, and to God's'Glo- 
ry , Matth.5. 16, and 1n order tothe Same 
End, the Apoſtle here requireth us-to lee | 
our Moderation be known unto all men. _ 
| The words contain, a ſerious and weigh. 
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[ty Dotrine', 6 «vgs iyſve, The Lord is near ; 
and a Chriſtian duty from thence inferred, Let 
your Moderation be known unto All Men; of 
an Exbortation to the Exercile of a Special 
Grace, and a moſt Solewra Argument , be- 
cauſe, The Lord 7s at hand. In the Ex» 
hortation is obſervable, 1. The wertxe it 
ſelf required, expreſs'd by the Concrete 
for the Abſtra&, not without an Empha- 
fis, as I take it. Sometimes we finde a 
Concrete Superlative expreilcd by an Ab- 
{tract , Fer. 50.31. Bebold 1 am againit thee 
| OPride,that is,O thou molt proud : and here 
an Extenſive Abſtcact expreffed by a Con- 
crete, as if he ſhould have ſaid, Let 
your Tongue, your Hand, your whole 
Converlation ſhew forth to all men, upon 
all occaſions , this excellent and moſt +] 
able Grace. 2..The Peculiaricy or Chara- 
Feriſtical difference of this vertue inti- 
mated in the word wu6v, not. a bare Phi- 
| |loſophical , but a Chriſtian moderation , ſuch 
as becames Believers. 3. The Confpicu- 
ouſneſs thereof, yacuira, letit be really up- 
on all occaſions manifeſted , for the Ho- 
nour of Chriſt, and Credit of Religion. 
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4. The Jmpartiality of it, It muſt be ma- 
| niſeſted to all men; not one'y unto good 
me, but unto the froward, that the mouths 
' of Adverſaries may be topped, their Pre- 
| judices retuted, their Emnities broken, and | 
they won by! che meck and humble Convec- 
_—_ of Bclievers to the obedience of the 
Golpell. 

In the Argument unto this Daty, it 18 
conſiderable, how many wayes the Lord 
is near unto his Servants, for their encou- 
\[ragement in ſo difficult and excellent a 
Duty ; near, ad Amuxilium, to Help them ; 
near, ad Solotines; to ©dnifort chem;. near, 
ad Judicium , to Reward them; near, per 

Inbabitantem Gratiam, to dire& and enable 
them ; near, per Ennddiony Clementiam, 
to Hear and Fly Ti: them; near, per Prov. 
dentie &conomiam, to Support and Prote& 
_ | 

. Believers are called unto an high and 
Ko rable Condition, the ifs5/z and dignity 
of being the Sons of God, John 1. 12. andin 
that Condition they may, by the power of 
Corruption and Tempration, be 1n danger | 
to be puffed op with pride and arrogancy 
above: 
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above orhers, and to a ſupineneſs and ſecu- 
rity -t_ Living, to ſever their Dignity from 
their Duty : In this Cale 1 inzauis, that 15, as 
* |Suidas, Heſychins, and Faworinus render it, 


muſt walk ſecundum decentiam ſtatus Chriſtia- 
4, loas becometh the ſanuy and dignity 
of our High Calling. _— - 

2. Again, being in common with other 
[men expos'd to the warms viciſſutudes of 
| Events;apt in Proſperity to be corrupred,in 
Adyerſity to{be dezeted, and according to 
diverſity of Conditions, to. exprels a diſſi- 
milar and uneven behaviour; here again, 
76 iriantg, bet your Moderation be known, 
turxio Jute Noyiomis, a ſerene, pacate, and ſteds= 
faſt equabilicy of viinde,unſhaken and fixed 
againlt all Events. - $777 
}, Again, being by the ſtate of our Chri- 
ſtianity, and by reaſon of the Emmity which| 
God hath-pur between the ſeed of the Woyrar 
and the ſeed of the Serpent , to. expect, as 
Strangers in the midſt of Adverlaries, mani- 
fold affliiions and injuries, as the Scripture 
hath affured us, AG. 14. 22. 2 Tim. 3. 12» 


To Tgeron , T0 X90; OF TeOTHKOY , that which 1s! 
decent or becoming, is to be known; we| 
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Here allo 7 &«g, let your Moderation be 
known, inidiax ymuvig, Moderation of patience 
1n bearing Evils; ETIAKEIN EUVOIG? Xt EV VI@AIT WI, 
a Moderation of (andor and Equanimity;not 
putting ſuſpicious and morole, but favoura- 
ble conſtructions upon Ations which have 
an-appearance of unkindnels ; and intizew 
mgeimre, a Moderation of meekneſs and pla- 
 cability, an eaſineſs to beentreated, a readl- | 
nels to forgive; as the Philoſopher faith of| 
ſuch men, that they are ovyſiauonc}, apt to pals| | 
by, and ro pardon Injuries. 
4. Again, having with other men a| 
are and right in publick Juſtice, and out of | 
|che debt of Self-love, being engaged tizere- 
by to prelerve our own Interets, we may be| 
tempred to rigenr and extremity in the| 
means thereunto, and to lay hold on the|| 
utmoſt advantages againſt onr Brother :| 
Here alſo the Exhortation. is ſeaſonavle,| 
that our Moderation be known ; that webe ra=| 
ther ready to part from our own right, than 
to proſecute it *g&ug/ns, with the ſiricts| 
neſs of a rigorous inflexbility ; and fothe 
Philoſopher ſaith, that T4imwatg is drxo\igau, 
a ſupplying of the defe&t, and imaigaue,| 
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Legal Juſtice. 
5. Again, becauſe we have the Human 
' | Nature burthened with the ſane common In- 
firmities, and are of like paſſions with other 
men, we may be eaſily temptedand tran- 
[ported many wayes into inordinateneſs and 
exceſs 3. we may ule our knowledge and liberty: 
undecently and exorbitantly, to the defiling 
of our Selves; we may ule them unchart 
tably, to the grief and ſcandal of our Bre- 
thren, as the Apoſtle ſheweth, Rom. 14. 
15, 21. 1Cor. 8. 9, 12, 10. 23,28, 29, 32, 
r Pet. 2. 16. we may uſe our power and au» 
thority ſharply and ſeverely, to the grie- 
ving , father than benefiting our poor Bre- 
'thren ; in all ſuch Caſes the Apoſtle's Ex- 
hortation is ſeaſonable,, Lee your Modera- 
tion be known ; ueTeiorug, xeusiriic, nNaviganie, Mo- 
deration in Fudgement, not to diſquiet the 
Church, or offend oar Brethren with every 
uyneceſſary opinion of our own ; not ri- 
|gidly to infilt on our Liberty , to the 
grief and ſcandal of our Brethren, Mode- 
ration of Power, not to be «:g&diuaw; feyere 
ExaQors of the extremity of Juſtice; but 


a rectifying and mitigating of the rigourof| © 


to 
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Vacation | 


'toO adorre our authority , and render 1t 
amiable with clemency and meckneſle. 
[Moderation of Paſſzons, not to be tran- 
\{ported with exceſlive delights, overwhel- 
med with inordinate ſorrows , or poſſet- 
fed with any other unruly or tempeſtuous! 


diſhonour of Religion ; but to let Grace 
and Wiſdom hold the reins,and keep within 
juſt bounds of Temper and Sobriety what- 
{ocver offers to break forth into undecen-, 
cy andexcets, We ſce the wide extent and 
comprehenſiveneſſe of this moſt amiable 
Grace. Give me leave to ſpeak a word or 
two to each of theſe Particulars, aid then 1 
ſhall proceed to that which follows, 

1, We muſt walk ſecundum decentiam 
dign'tatem ſtatus Chriſtiani', io as becomes 
the Goſpell, that we may credit and honour| 
our moſt holy Profeſſion, as thoſe who have 
\a Lord to rejoyce in, 4 God to pray unto, | 
a Bleſſed appearing of a Glorious Saviour to 
wait tor , as a People whom God hath form- 
'ed for himſelf, to ſhew forth bjs praiſe, lai, 
\43- 28- This 1s the frequent Exhortation 
of the Apoſtle, that we walk worthy of the 
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affetion,, to the ſuffocating oi Reaſon, and 
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Vocation wp | 
as become the Gofpel of Chrisi, Phil, 1, 27: 
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So as we have learned and received Chriſt 
eſus the Lord, Col. 2, 6. worthy of God, | 


[who hath called us ro his Kingdom and'Glo- | 


vn Wheyewith we are called, Eph Ig "i 


45 i : | 
'ry,*t Theff. 2. 12. asbecometh Holyneſs , asa 


peculiar People, that we may adoruthe Do- 
| Fritie of God outr Saviour in all things, Tit. 2. 
3, 10; 14. and may fhew forth the praiſes of 
' bigs, who bath called ns out of Darkneſs into his 
marvelous Light, 1 Pet. 2.9, And rruly 
there is nothing deſerverh ſach Lamenta- 
tion as this ;*'to confider how few there art 
who live cortfonantly tothe Goſpel; which 


will too evidently appear, if we confider the 
Law of Chris, the vow of Baptiſme, and 
compate onvr Converſations with chetir. 
Arenot theſe the Laws of  Chrift ? He tha! 
| bateth bjs Brother , is a Murtherer; He'that 
looketh on a Woman luStfully , is an Adulterer, 
that we Reſiſt not Evill ; that we love our 
Enemies; that We Tay not wp for our ſetvee) 
Treaſures in Earth , but in Heaven ; that we 
enter in at the flrait Gate; that He who will 
cone after him, _ deny bimſelf,, and take 
up bi Crofs and folow bim'; that we learn| 
| | C | | 
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| cableneſs and Revenge, their inordinate 


f bim to be meek and lowly , who when he was 
reviled,reviled not again;when be ſuffred threat- 
ned not : In one word, that we ſhould walk 
as he walked , and obſerve all things what(ſo-. 
ever he hath commanded us? and have we 
not ſolemnly vowed all this in our Baptiſme ? 
wherein we promiſed to keep a good Con- 
ſcience towards God, and did in the pre- 
(ence of God and Angels rezonnce the De- 
vil, the World, and the Fleth, with all} 
their pomps , vanities, and Juſts? and fo 
not onely ſubſcribe to the truth , but an- 


dertake the practice of thoſe neceſſary Da- 


&rines? And if we ſhould now compare 
the Lives of Men amongſt us, their bare- 
fac'd and open Profaneneſs, their daring 
Atheiſme and Blaſphemy, theic Oaths and 
Curſes, their Luxuries and Exceſſes, their 
Wantonnels and Impurities, their Variance 
and Wrath, their Contentions and Defian-| 


cc, their Bloodſhed and Duels, their Impla- 


_ of the profits and pleaſure of the World 
more than of God, their utter RICA] 
cance with the Yoke of Chriſt, and the 
rarrow way that leadeth unto Life; if, 


"' 
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(1) 
| 1 tay, weſhould lay together Chriſt's Laws, | 
and our Lives, our moſt ſolemn Vow, and 
our moſt perfidious violationsof it, might we 
nct molt confidently conclude, aut hc non 
et Lex Chrifti, aut nos non ſumns Chriftiani ? 
Either this is not Chriſtianity, or we are not 
ChriStians ? and ſo Tertullian, Jubtin Martyr, 
{and other Antients are bold to afficm of 
ſuch men, That they are not Chriſtians. 
Joannes Picus Mirandula profeſſed, That he 
had an amazement upon him, when he ſe- 
' [rioufly conſidered the Studies, or rather 
Follies of Men ; For, faith he, a Madneſs 
it is for Men not to believe the Goſpel, 
which hath been ſealed by the blood of Mar- 
tyrs, publiſhed by the preaching of Apoſtles, 

[confirmed by Miracles , atteſted by the 
' | World, confefled by Dewils : S:d longe wojor 
inſants, fi de Evangelii veritate non dubitas,vi- 
were tamen quaſe de ejus falſitate non dubitares. 
But a farr greater Madnels it is, if not 
doubting of the truth of che Goſpel, we fo 
live as if we doubted not of the falleneſs of 
it. And certainly , they who abyle the 
Dottrine of the Goſpel unto licencious 
Living, and expoſe the holy Name of God 
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unto Contempt, by turning his Grace into! 
Laſciviouſnels, are Chrifiari nominis probra| 
Or Macul#', the ſtain and diſhonou: , the 
blains and alcers of the-Chviſtian: Name, no| 
 otherwile belonging unto the. body. of} 
Chriſt, than duvrg and cxcrements tothe! 
Natural body 1t che Lacedemonian in Ply! 
tarch would often look on his Gray:Hairs, 
that he might be put in minde to do nathing 
unworthy the honour of them; how much 
more ſhould we continually ninde the dig- 

nity-of our Relation unto God , as his Ch1il- 
drew, that we never admit any thing un 
becpming the Excellency. of fo High a; 
Calling. | 
_. 2ly. Being in danger. by the diferene 
|e1ciſſitudes of | div] 'ne. providence, tobe totſed 
[and 'diſcompoled with various and unequal 
| affections, contrary -to that ſtedfaſtneſs of 
Heart which ought alwayes to be.1n Belie- 


j 


| 


Jrmegel,, who have” an all-lufficient God ro 


rejoyce iny-and a Treaſure of exceeding, 


| great and precious Promiſes , ( able by| 


Faith and Hope to ballancethe Soul a gainſt 
all Secular Fluuationsand: Bt )ea 
take Comfort froay, In this Caſe there? | 

fore 
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 Salwation, 'Jam..1.19, 10. - When therefore, 


rain;flrong, and preſently. weatt moved, Pal. 


_———— et - 
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|fore- it is *neceflary that our Moderation be 
Fhnown , thax we learn, with the Apoſtle, 
in every ſtate to be content , to be abaſed and 
ſuffer -necd /,without puſitlanimity or | de+ 
ſpondency.; to abound and be full withayt 
arrogance or vain-glory. 
Rich man rejoyce in that: he is made low and! 
humbled, to glory mo:Jengetin.Grafsand' 
Flowers, -10- withering and periſhing Gon» 


Faith "makes a\ 


tents; andiemakesthe Brother off Low degree | 


[to rejoyce:in that ..he is exalted to the hope of| 
with David., We'finde 6ne whnle our Moun- 


36. 6. when oneday , qwith-Jonab,, wee- 
joyce-in our Gourd), .and another day.ar8ias 
angry-becauſe it-1s witheted;onhenwwe! mul 
labour '-for. this! wratie,; his pacateneſs.and 
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ſerenity of Soul 3 like Gold, tokeep: our HI4+ 


rure-in the fire ,, like Celeftial Bodres ,. which 
!19- all their: Morions argtegularand fieadys 
Even Fleathen nice, bythe diltateaof,Rea | 
ſor-and Philaſophy:,, bavearrived ata ydty 
noble: -Conſtanoyand :Gompoledneſle of 
Mindey: of.anegt,13:atd;;Dhat: mall Com! 
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thac in his Youth, he had the wiſedom of|| 


unchangeable God to take care of them, 


|all tobe, fiedfaZt and unmoveable, 1 Cor: 15.| 


' Mores retinuit, he never departed nor varied 
from himſelf; of another, that he was ne-|_ 
ver obſerved either to laugh or weep ; of a=| 
nother, that he was of ſo.equal a Temper ,| 


an Old Man, and in his Age the valour of a|;- 
Young man ; and of that excellent Empe- |; 
ror Marcus Antonimss it is obſerved by Dion, | 
Suoios liz maliſe tyinro; that he was ever like | 
himſelf never given to change, How |. 
much more ſhould Chriſtians , who have an| 


a Kingdom which cannot be ſhaken provided! 
for them, Promiſes which are all yeaand| 
Amen , and an Hope which is ſure and ſted- 

faſt ſet before them, retain a minde like 
the Rock on whictt they are built, fixed and 
inconcuſlible- | Such was the bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle, as dying , and yet alive as chaſtened,| 
and yet not killed ; as ſorrowfull, yet alwayes 
rejoycing 3 as baving nothing, and yet poſſeſ- 
ſing all things : and ſuch he would have us 


58. not ſoon ſbakgs in minde, 2 Theſl. 2. 2. 
but holding our Confidence, and the rejoycing of 
our Hope firm.uato the end, Heb. 3.6. 
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 ceſlary , that our Moderation be known; Mo- 


p | | : | (15 | | | ; 


ſtianity, to exped& manifold AMi&ions and 
Injuries in the World; Here alſo it is ne- 


deration of Patience, in bearing them; of 
Cander , 1n A and of Le- 


is. Being, by the Condition of our Chri- | 


nity and mecknelſs, in forgiving them, _ 
it. Modetation of- Patience in bearing 
them, having our Eye more fixed on the 


|Chrift, for whole fake we ſuffer them, 1 Pet. 


|pittifull and of render mercy to us, in them, 


hand of God ordering , than on the hand 
of Man infflifting them ; being more taken 
up with the Hope of Future Good, than 
with the Senſe of Preſent Evil ;. looking 
rather with Comfort on the zeed we have 
of them, 1 Pet. 1.46. on the fruit we have 
from them, FHeb* 82. 10. onthe Recompence 
of the Reward which will follow them, 
Heb. 11. 25, 26. Rom. 8. 17, 18. onthe love. 
of God, which will ſupport us under them, 
Heb. 1 2+ 6. on our Communion in them with 


4+. 13. on the Endof the Lord, who isever 
Fam 5. 11. than on any preſcat weight or 


preſſure we ſuſtain from them. Nullus dolor 
et de incurfione:Malorum preſentium quibus fi- 


ducia | 
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[18w and" dejedted Soul not to repay Evil 


[duciaeft futurorum Bonorum , faith SaintCy- 
'prian © AX 'Man- is nevef miſerable by. any 
thing , which cannot take away God or 
Salvation from him, 
|'- 2. Moderation of Candorand Equanimis- 
|ty, puttifig the beſt Conftrattions'on chem, 
as the' Carpenter's Plain rendreth ragged 
things {mooth, asfaveurable Glafſes report 
Faces better than they are. A meek. Spirit 
doth not! eaſily ealee up evety Tnjury , not 
out of -dulthtſs\2Tbecavle Hit 'eannot under- 
ſtand chem; bar gut of dove, which dorh 
not wittingly'or haſtilyſaſpe& Evil, 1 Coy: 
19. 5 which covereth"all Sinnes, Rrovi:u06; 
t2. which texcherh us'to ſpew all*meckneſs 
10 all'men, Tit. 3. 2; were prohibited Socies | 
ty with ſome men, 2 Thell. 3. 6. but we 2te 
commanded to' follow Peace-with All; Heb, 
£62 pon 0 wane hw dic 0 
7. ' Moderation of Mezkneſs and Lenity, 
not reſiſting of Evill; nor out ofa vindictive| 
Spirit <mbiacing all advantages roavenge 
|6vur Selves,' as if it'werean Argumentiof'a 


with Evil, and bid'a defiance andchallenge 
[upon every Wrong4y' direFftly.contrary to| 
kings the 
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che Word of God : which miketh it a 
marr gwiſedon and glory to paſs cver atranſ. 
greſſeong\Prov. 19. 11. andexpreſly requireth 


to 'the noble praftice of many magnant- 
[mous Heathens, Epaminondas, Ageſulans, Pom- 
pep, Ceſar, and others, who by their cJe- 
mency and bounty toward Enemies , pio- 
vided for their own Safety, and made the 
way eaſic unto further victories. "But we 
have a more excellent Examp'e to follow, 
forbearing one another , and forgiving one and« 


| 


US 220t to FeFompence Evil , but t» wait on God,\ © 
Prov. 20. 22, Rom. 82.17. yea contraty | 


ther, (a th the Apoſtle, ever as Ch: ift forgave 
you, ſo alſo do ye, Col 3. 13. that mancan 
have no aſſurance of Chriſts torgiving him, 
who relolveth to be avenged on his Brother, 
Matth. 18.35, He who choſeth ratherro be 
a Murtherer, co take away another Mans 
ltfe, or to throw away his own, than to 
ſuffer a Reproach , hath , give me leave to 


fay it, eonſque , renounced the Dot ine of 
Chriſt, who commandeth us to d) giod me 
|choſe that kate us , and pray forth-ſe that de- 
ſpiteſully uſe us, Matth 5. 44. as hwnſcl/ did, 
Luke 23: 34. who being reviled rewviled not 
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| again, but was as « Sheep dumbe b:fore the 
þ aunts as the Prophet [peaks. By this 
| noble Moderation we diſappoint thoſe that 
[ | wrong us, quiz frucius Ladentis in dolore leſi | 
|] eft, we fence our ſelves againſt the harm 

| which an Injury would dous, asa Canon 
| bullet is deaded by a loft Madd wail, and 
the ferce ofa Sword by a pack of Wooll. 
WM He that is ſlzw to anger 9ppeaſeth firife, Proy. 
| 15. 18. We welt and overcome our Ene- 
mie, and heap coals of fire on bis head, 
Rom. 12, 20, But above all we honour 
God, to whom alone Vengeance belongeth, 
we adorn the Goſpel, and evidence our 
ſelves to be the Diſciples of Chriſt. 

4. Being ſ{abjec, by the diQates of oyer- 
$ much Selflowe, to aſſert with rigour ourown 
'® Right and Intereſt, in this Gale allo the 
'F Precept 1s nece(lary , Let your Moderation be 
[': BMD | known ; rather remit of your own Due, than 
\F | by too earneſt anexaGting of it, to grigve 
i |'R | your Brother, or to diſcredit your Profeſſ» 
# 7 on; Abraham did fo, though the nobler 
is | [Poerfin, yet in order unto Peace and Honor, | 
if | that their Diſſentions might not expoſe 
'F Religion unto reproach amongſt the Cana+ 
[F | | | anites. 
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|anites, he gave unto Lot the przoption of 
[what part of the Lagd he would live in,Gee. 
13. 9. It was as freefor the Apoſtle to have 
caken the Rewards of his Miniſtry of che 
Corinthians as of other Churches, yet he 


he might not hinder the Goſpel, nor give 
occaſion of glorying againſt himunto thoſe 
that ſought it, 1 Cor, 9.12, 14,15, 2 Cor 1', 
8, 12 Our Saviour, though he might have 1n- 
ſiſted on the dignity of his Perſon, as the 
Sonne of God, from paying Tribate, yet 
to avoid offence he did Cedere de Jure, and 
gave order about the payment of it, Matth. 
17. 24, 25, 26. No doubt is to be made, 
but that it is free for Chriſtians to recover 


purpoſely refuſcd to ule that power, char| 


their Juſt Rightsby a legal tryal, yer when 
the Corinthians fned one another before Un> 
believers, and thereby expolcd the Goſpel 
unto Contempt, the Apoſtle reproveth 
chem that they did not rather take wrong, and 
ſuffer themſelves to be defrauded ; the Evil be- 
ing farr lefs for themco luffer wroxg, than 
for the Goſpel to ſuffer reproach, 1 Cor. 6. 
5, 6, 7, Thusdoth this moſt amiable Grace| 
whereby we behave our Selves towards all 
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 [ Men withall Equity, Facility, Equanimity,' 
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[ſo eaſily hurt Shrubs as Cedars, So the wrath 


and Suavity of Converſation, attempering the 
ſeverity of other Vertues-with the Law of 
Love, excecdingly conduce to the boxour of | 
God,and credit ot the Golpel,yea to our own, 
ſafety znd intere$t z for as a Tempeſt doth! 
not break the Corn which yields unoic, bur 
the Ozks which withſtand it, nor Thunder 


and prejudice of Adverlaries is exceeting- 
ly mitigated and abated by the Humility, 
[Mc deration and Mecknetie of thoſe that 
ſufter them. | 

Laſtly. Being ſubject to the ſave comnron 
Paſſtons and Infirmities with other Men, and 
thereupon lyabie to be tranſported into 
Exceſs in the uſe citherof our Knowledge, 
Power or Liberty ; here alto comes in the| 
ſeaſonable ule of this excellent Precept, 
Let your Moderation be known. Moderation 
of Judgenrent, Moderation of Power, and 
Mod*ration of Paſſzons. | 
- 1, Moderation of Fudgement, ' that we | 
ſutter not our Knowledge to puff us up , but 
temper it as the Apoſtle dire&ech us with 
Charity, and uſe itunto Edification, 1 Cor. 8. 
1. 
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I do-not hereby underſtand Moderation 

inthe meaſure.or degrees of our Kaowledze, 

as if we ſhould content our Selves with a 
1K Mediccrity, and be, at our own choyſe, wil-| \ 

lingly Ignorant gf any part of God's reveal- 4 

ed will, as we plealc ourlclves; for weare 4 
required to grow in IKnowledye, 2 Pet. 2- 18, 
and the Word of Chriſt —_ dwell in us 
richly, Cpl 3. i6. Nor dol underſtand a 
Moderation of Indifferency, as if it mat» 
[ter 'd nor what Judgement we were of, but 
|} 'bad, asthe Priſcilianifts claimed, a Liberty 
at pleaſure to depart from the Ruleof Dis 
vine Truth in Outward-Profefſion, to lerve| 
a preſcnt Intereſt; for. we are to buy the 
|Truth, and et to ſell it; We can do nothing a-| 
gain$t the Fruth, but for it ; Weave to bold faſt 
the Faithfull Word, Tit. t« 9. and having 
[proved all things, to. bold fa$t that which 3s Fl 
($90, 1 Thefl; 5. 21, But by a Moderation | t 


n Judgement , I underſtand theſe three | H 

Thing $-1 | it q 
- Moderagicn of Sobriety, not to break. jo 

n wh gaze upon hidden and ſecret things, - 


b the men of Pethſhemeſh intothe Ark, 
Sam. 6. 19.., nor to weary our.Selves boa! 
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unprofitable and vain, Tir, 3. 9. ſuch as thac 
of Peter , What ſhall this Man 4) ? John 21, 
2k and that of the Apoſtles, Wilt thou nor 
reſtore the Kingdom unto Urael? AC 1. 6. 
But to be wile unto Sobriety , Rom. 12. 3. 
and to content our Selves with things Re- 
vealed, 2nd leave Secret things unto God, 
Deut. 29. 29. in quem fic Credemus, ſaith 
Saint AnStiz, ut aliqua non aperirietiam pul- 
ſentibus nullo modo adwerſus eum mmrmurare 
— And thcrefore char good Father 
Gave no other An{wer to a curious Quelti- 
on, than this modeſt one, Neſcio quod Ne- 
ſcio, as Judging an humble Ignorance much 
better than a proud Curioſity. | 
2. A Moderation of Humility and Modeſty, 


our own private, meerly diſputable and pro- 


ry to Faith, Worſhip, or Obedience, as out 
of a love ofthem,, not onely to underyalue 
and deſpiſe the as probable and ſober 
Jedgements of other Men, but by an im- 
prudent and unadviſed publiſhing of them, 


as obtrude them with over confidence on 
pn the 


un— 


not to be fo opimonative or tenacious of 


blemarical Conceprions, wholly unneceſſa-| 


ueſitons, as the Apolile ſpeaks , whichare| 


 # 
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cauſe a great diſturbance in the Church of 
[God , direaly. contrary to the Counlel of 
the Apoſtle, Haſt tbou Faith, bawve it to thy 
ſelf before Gol, Rom. 14. 22. Itis nor fie 
chat the peace of the Charch ſhould be en- 
dangered by the bold attempts of every da- 
ring Pen. Of this ſort was that unhappy 
Cantroverſie- in the dayes of Pope Vidor, 
between the Roman and Aſratick Churches, 
touching the time of Egſter, who though for. 
mer Biſhops of Rome had, notwithſtanding 
the different obſervations in that Cale, held 
intimate fellowſhip with the Afar Biſhops, 


as Socrates expreſieth it, Excommunicate 
all the ſian Churches, and made a dolefull 
diſturbance in the Church of Chriſt ; upon 
which occaſion , the forenamed Hiſtorian 
hath a grave Diſcourſe, to ſhew how ſeve- 
ral Churches did differ from one another jn 
Matters Ritual , and yet retained firm Unity ; 
and Communion ſtill 

2- Moderation of Charity, when in ſuch 

ebings wherein a latitude and mutual Ten- 

ſderneſſe may be allowed, we chooſe _ 
ther 


——_——_—_—— 
et eo 


the belicf of others, and ha ply thereby col 


did out of exceſ(s of Paſſjon, %uerex Sguandie, | 
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cher , according to the Doctrine? of the A-| 
poltle, not to offend our weak Brethren, 
chan unſealonably to inſiſt on our owa 
Knowledge and Liberty. And truly as it 
i5-an Honour which Learned men owe unto 
one 2nother, ro allow a liberty of Di{[:nt 
in Matters of mere opinion , Salv2 compage 
Fidci, Salvo winculo Charitatis , Salva pace; 
Ecclefie , (ior thole three, Faith, Lowe, 
and Peace, are ſtill to be'preferved : ) fo 
It 15 a Charity which Good men owe unto 
one another, upon the lame Salwo's, to 
bear with the Infirmities of each other, not 
to Judge, or deſpile; or {et at nought our 
Brethren , as'ultlels and inconſiderable Per- 
ſons ; but whom God 1s pleaſed to receive 
into His Favour, not to caſt them out of 
Ours, © This Latitude and Moderation of 
ORG [] udgement , {ome Learned men have taken 
church of tg. trcedom to extend —_ tothe Caſe of 
ſurted i+ar the Subſcriptions by Law required ; the learn- 
n/a 145 ed *Author of the Book called. Ar Anſwer to 


(7rire of it is 


ſo re and or: Charity maintained, and . the . late learned 
w! oſ:eve/ belteres it , and lives according to it , undaubtedly he ſhall be ſaved; and Yhat 
there is no errorin it which may ne: e Sitats or warrant any m'n to diſturb the Peace , of ye- 
nounc - th; C,mmunion of it Thi, ir »y op nion, is all int:nded by Subſcription; aud thus 
much if you conceive me nog ready to (u"ſcribe , your Charity I aſſure you is nuch miſtake, 
lathe Preface, Se&. 40, | 


b Primate 
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Þ Primat: of Armagh Archbiſhop Bramhall 
[1 ſhall not cake upon me to athx any private 
[ſenſe of mine upon Publick Laws , or ever 
> [judge it deſirable, that the Dodtine of.the 
Church of England ſhould have too flack a 
tye on the Judgement of the Clergy; onely 
({ſure 1 am in Points which are not Fidei but 
QueStionum (as Saint Auftin diſtinguiſheth ) 
in Matters of an inferiour nature, wherein 
no Man can rationally hold himſc}f bound 
ro trouble or diſcompoſe the Mindes of the 
> Pcople, or the Order and Peace of the 

Church, by an unneceſſary publiſhing of 


pinioa and tie Churches Quiet may be very | 
well confiſtent together , Learned mzn' 
[have ever allowed this Jaticude unto one 
another, 


2. Moderation of Power, by gentle and 
winning wayes, to reform the Manners,| 
allay the Diltempers, and conquer thefto- 
|wardnels of inconſtant . and diſcontented 
|Mindes ; by placide and leafurely ſteps and 
degrees to get the poſſeſlion of chem, ard to! 
model and compoſe chem unto an Egu 1! 

| | E temper. 
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his own private Perlwaſion, ſo thathis O- 


TY 3 | | Ap» 11. pag, 
190. Sec alſo h's 7uft Vindic zion of the Ch:r.b ef England , Cap. 6eP> 156, 


* be dont /uf-! 
fer any ma” #1 
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temper. This was the Counlcl of the Old 
| men, Speak goed unto them and they will be tþy 
Servants for ever, 1 Reg. 12.7, as Mode. 
ration is by grave and prudent men obſcr- 
ved to be the preſervative of. Power ;, So Cato 
in Plutarch, and Julins Cxſar in that excel- 
lent Oration which he made unts the Se- 
nate in Dion : fo certainly it is a ſpecial 
means for the Right adminiſtration of it. 
Therefore the Lord choſe Mvſes the weekeſt 
man alive for the Government of his Pecu. 
liar people , Nay. 12, 3. and of Chriſt the| 
Prince of Peace it is ſaid, that be would not 
break, the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking 


flax, Matth, 12. 20. as he faith of himſelt, 


Learn of me for I am meek and lowly, Matth, 
11. 2g. and the Apoſtle beſeecheth the Co-! 
rinthizns by the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of 
Chrift, 2 Cor. x0. 1, ſo the ſame Apoſtle 
expretleth his renderneſs towards the Church, | 
by the affections: ſometimes of a Father, 1; 
Cor. 4- 15. Sometimes of a Mother, Gal. 4. 
/19, Sometimes of a Nurſe, 1 Theff. 2. 7. He 
calleth u pon Timothy, In meekneſs to inſlru&. 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves , becauſe the Ser-; 
want of the Lord wmu$t be Gentleto all men, :| 


Tim, 
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Meekneſs to all men, T'it. 3.2, Rulers are called 
| Healers, Tai. 3. 7. anda Phyſician, faich 
Plutarch , will if it may be cure che Diſeaſe 
of his Patient rather by Sleep and Diet, than 
[by ſtrong Purges. Grave Writers have 
obſerved, that even in the avenging of con- 
quer'd Encmies Moderation is wipes 
ous to the Conqueror. He, ſaith Thucydi- 
des, who is kinde to an Enemy provideth 
tor his own Safety ; and ſurely it cannot bur 
be utcfull for Healing Diſtempers , amongſt 
a'lony dilacerated and diſcompoſcd Peapte, | 
ut quod Bell: calamitas introduxit , hoc: P acts 
Lenitas ſopiret, to uſe the words of Titinian 


[ im. 2. 24, 25. and vpon Tits , to ſhew all 


the Emperof. A couile obſerved with rare 
clemency by our mot Meek and Gracious 
Soveraigu in the” AF of General Pardon and 
Indempnity cowards his People; 

| 1 do often fadly recount with my (elf che 
wofull diſtraions which are it this ofice flou-| 
riſhing Church ,oceafion'd by the wantvnneſs| 
of ſome, aiid fubrilryof othets, and can ſcarce; 


artive at any other, Expedient than 4brs. | 


hams Jehowah Tireh, Gen, 22. 14. 1 donor; 
need ar all p riciftier {hall Pat 4! prefrnce 
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{ro beſpeak the Reverend Governors of the 
Church in this Caſe of Moderation, in any 
other way thanthe Apoſtle doth the Theſſs-. 
lonians in the Caſe of Brotherly, Lowe, As 
touching Moderation ye need not that [writz 
unto you, for you your ſelves are taught of God 
to ſhew all meekneſs to all men, and to riStore 
choſe that areovertaken in a fault with theſpi-| 
rit of Meekneſs , and indeed you doit. Qne| 
thing I aflure.my ſelf would'greatly conduce 
to the Healing, of our Diviſions, and re- 
ducing of many ur.to the Communion of 
the Church who have departed from it, 1f| 
all the other Miniſters of the Goſpel in their 
rc ſpeRive Places would every where preach: 
the Word with that Soundae(s, Evidence, 
and Authority, . and ſo commendthemlclves 
to every man's Conſcience in the ſight of. 
God, reproving. Sinne- not with Paſſion, 
Wrath, and Animoſity, but with the Spirit 
of Meckneſs, and by the Majeſty and Au-/ 
thority of the Word; (which alone can 
convince and awe the Conſcience ) would 
lead ſuch holy , . peaceable, and inottenſive| 
Lives, would treat” all men-with that pru-/ 
dence, meekneſs, and winning Converle, | 
that 
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do - indeed. Jove the Peoples Souls, andfo 
faithfully diſcharge their Truſt, as thoſe 
that do in good earneſt reſolve to ſave 
themſelves and thoſethat hear them. Thus 


that all who ſee and hear them may knowi k 
that God is in them of a truth , that they. 


[are all the Intereſts of a Chriſtian Church 
by all the Officers therein, to be managed. 
and preſerved with that wiſedim which is 
from above , which Saint James te'ls us, is 
| fr$ pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſie to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good works, with- 
out partiality, and-without hypocrifie, whereby 
the fruit of Righteouſneſs is ſowen in peace of 
them that ſeek Peace. | | 
3. Moderation of Paſſjon, when we ſut- 
fer not our Paſſions toanricipate right Rea- 
ſon, or run beyond the dictates of Practi- 
cal judgement, when they flye-not out be- 
yond their due meaſure, nor tranſport-us| 
unto any undecency or excels,. when they 
do not like a troubled Sea caft up mire and dirt; 
{bur are-like the ſhaking of clean Water in a 
Chriſtal Glaſs, which onely troubleth it, 
but doth not defile it. For this purpoſe 
wn muſt keep ſanHified Reaſon alwayes in 
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che Throne: 'The higher and more heaven- 
ly the Soul i is, the more ledate and ealm it 
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wall be, Inferiora fulminant , Pacem Summa 


f 


with ſuch Graces as may in ſpecial manner: 
[cftabliſh it againſt perturbarion of Paſſion, 
[with eaten of Reaſon, lerenity of Judg- 
Why ſtrength of Wiledom', {obriery and 
'gentlenel(s of Spirit, humility and lowly- 
'nelsof Minde , ( for ever the more Proud, 
che more Paſſionate ) with Selt- denial; 
for all Impotency of Afﬀections is rooted in 
an inordinate Self- love, "Fhis will tranſport 
a man to furious Anger, toinlatiable de. 


Tenent. 'We muſt get the Heart ballanced' 
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ſires to exceſlive Delights, to diſcraciating 
'F cars, to 1mpartent Hopes, to tormenting 
Sorrows, ro gnawing 'Emulations, to over- 
whetming Deſpairs. The Heart , ſaith the 
| Apoftle, 7s eftabliſhed by Grace, Heb: 13-9 

We have thus largely confidered'the Du- 
ty here required, which the Apoſtle would 
further have to be ſurb a Moderation as be-! 
co eth them as Chriftians. And therefore the 
'Precept is cloled in on all ſides of the Text 
(with certain peculiarzties cf Chriſtians, 


\Rejoycing in the Lord, Verſe 4, And 


what| 
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'what can befa]l a man to' ſhake and diſ. E 
compole his Heart , who hath a-Lord al- 
[Wayes £O rezoyce in? wearneſs of if that Lord, 4 
the Lordis at hand; And what is there in all 
the. 'Wcrld, the beauty wheteof can be-| 
witch with Inordidate Love,the evil where- # 
cf can tempt to Immoderate Fears the ! 
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Heart which can by Faith ſee Chriſt coming 
(quickly with 4 farr more exceeding and abuns 

' dant weight of glory? An acceſs in Prayer ; 

| and Supplication unto the Throneof Grace, v. 6. F 
And what Evils can dilquiet the Leann of 
that Man with anxious, .exceſlive, and dif- 

| cruclating Carcs, who hath the bolomg of a| 
Father in Heaven to powre out his Requeſts 
into? Laſtly, the peace of God which paſſeth 
« [all underſtanding ; and what Perturbations 
are able to ſtorm ſuch a Soul as 1s garriſon'd 
with Divine peace ? There 1s amere philo- 
ſopbical Moderation , que mince affeat weri- 
actos , as Tertullian {peaks But Chriſtian 
Moderation 1s that which 1s founded i inthe as: 
of Chriſt 5 which requireth us wot to refest | 
Foil to lawe onr Enemies , to Bleſs them that | 
Curſe us , to do Good unto \thoſe that Hate 1s, | 


to recompence to. no man Evil for Ewvll, 
op | 
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wee p 45 though we Wept not , and to rejoyce PI 
though we rejoyced not. 11s founded inthe 
lowe of Chriſt, the {enle and comfort where-| 
of ballanceth the Soul againſt the aſſault of 
any other Perturbations. It is Regulated by 
the Example of Chriſt, of whom we learn to 
be meekandiowly, to forbear and-to forgive, 
\who when he was rewled rewiled not apain, 
| who prayed for his Perſecutors, and fave 
them by that Blood which their own bands. 


had ſhed. Iris wrought by the ſpirit of Chrif, 
the fruits whereof are Love, Toy, Peace, Long-' 
| ſuffering , Gentleneſs, Grodneſs, Meckneſs, as 


che Apoſtle {peaks. It is ordered to the glory 
of Chriſt, and honour of Chriſtianity , 
when by our Moderation we adorn the Do- | 


'Airine of -God our Saviour , being blameleſs, 


and harmleſs , the Sons of God without rebuke, 
ſhining as Lights in the World. | 
For this End it isthat the Apoſtle requi- 


not as the Philoſophers and Heathen thew- 
ed their Vertacs for Vain-glory , Oſtentati- 
'on , and Intcreſt, as Glorie Animalia, tv 
Negrciatores Fame , as Tertull;zgncalls then : 
Bur that others ſceing our good Works nay glo- 
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| rifte, 


reth this Moderation of theirs to be known, | 


\Reproach, asthe Apoſtle teacheth, Rom. 2. 
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rifte God in the day of V:iſztation ; tor if they | 7 


who profels Obedience to the Rule of Chriſt 
in the Goſpel live diſiſcnantly from the Pre- 
(cripts of that Rule, they do not onely 
barden wicked men 1n their Sinnes , but exs« | 


poſe the name of God and his DoGtrine unto | 


23, 24. 1 Tipe. 6.1, as Nathan told Dawrd, 
that by his Sinne he had cauſed the Enemies 
of God to blaſpheme, 2 Sam. 12.14. Soper- | 
verſe and illogical is Malice , as tocharge 

thole Sinnes, which are aberrations fromthe | 
Do&rine of Chriſtianity, upon the Do&rine 


ces thereot. The Moralilt hath obſerved, 


| 


| 


[ 


| 
| 
1 


| 


' 
, 
| 
, 
! 


that is, Light,teacbing him ſoo live as to be 


and ſbine as Lights inthe World, Eph. 5.8. | 
Phil.-2.' 5. 


{out Hyp:crifie, not attempered to Inereſts 


it ſelf, as genuine Products and Conſequen- 
that the antient Grecians called a Man am 


a Light unto-others. Sure I am the Apoſtle 
hath cold us, that though we were by nature 
Darkneſs, yet weare Light inthe Lord, and | 
therefore thould walk as Children of Light, 


Laſtly. As it muſt be known, 1o univer- 
ially known #unto All Men ; Ic mult be with- 


and 
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and Dzſigns, like the Devotion of the Phari» 
ſes, who for a pretence made long Prayers; like 
che Civilities of {bſolow and Otho, of whom 
the Hiſtorian ſaith, That he did /dorare| 
oulgum, jacere oſcula, + oymiaſerviliter pro 
Dominatione.[t mult be without partiality,nor 
varied or diverſified according to the diffe- 
1ences of Perſons with whom we have to do. 
We Chriſtians, 1aith Tertullian, Nulum By- 
num ſub exceptione Perſonarum adminiftramus. 
'[e- muſt be known to our Brethren, that they 
"may be edified; it muſt be known to our Exe+ 
| ies, that chifir Prejudices may be removed, 
their Mouths ſtopped, their Hoſtilities aba- 
red, and their Hearrs mollified and per{wa- 
ded to entertain more juſt and honourable 
choughts of thole Precepts of the Goſpel by 
which our Converſations are directed. 

Many and weighty are the Arguments 
which might be uledto periwadeall ſobzr, 
(pious and prudence Chriſtians unto.the pra - 
ctiſe of this moſt excellent Grace. They 
may bedrawn from Our great Exemplar and 
Pattern, whom though we finde once with h 
a Curle againſt a barren Figg»tree,once with 
2 Scourge againſt Prophaners. of .his Fa- 


| | thers' 
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chers Hoale, once wich Woes againſt ma- 


lictous and incorrigible Scribes and Phari- 


Blefli ings , all his Miracles Metcies; all his 
Converſation meck, lowly, humble, gentle, 
not ſuited {o much to the greatnels and dig- 
nity of his Divine Perſon, as to the ceco- 
nomy of his Office, w heel he made him- 
lelf of no reputation , but . wel upon bim the 
form of a Serwant. 


of Chriſt , Humility and Self«denjal, which 
teacheth us not oncly ro moderate, bur to 
abandanour own judgements, Wills, Paſ- 
fions, Intereſts, when eyer they ſtand in 
Competition with the Glory of Chiiſt, and 


les; yet generally All his Sermons were 


From a principal lat of a Diſciple| 


welfare af his Church, which maketh the 
| ſame minde be inus which was in Chriſt Jeſus , 
to look not every man or hjs own things, but 
ewery man on the things of others. 
|  Fromthe Credit and Honour of Chriſti. | 
anity , which is greatly beautified by the| 
meekneks and -moderation of thoſe chat; 
profelsit. Hereby we walk worthy of our| 
Calling , Or as thoſe who makeit their work 
'to ſhew torth the worth and dignity of the: 
| F2 Chriſtian 
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| Chriſtian Protefion, when we walk in lows! 


{Church or State; towards the Healing of 


lyneſs, meekneſs, long-ſuſfering, unity, aud lowe,| _ 
Eph. 4. 1, 2,3, as the ſplendour of a Prin-, 
ces Court is ſet forth by the Robes and fine 
Rayments of their Servants, Matth. 11. 8. 
2 Sam. 13. 18. So the Servants of Chriſt 
ſhew foith the Honour and Excellency of 
their Lord, by being cloathed with Humility, 
1 Pet 5. 5: and decked with the Ornament of 
a meek and quiet Spirit, 1 Pet. 3.4, 

From the Breaches,, Diviſions, and Dil: 
compoſures which are at any time in the 


which Diſtempers Moderation, Meckneſs, 
and Humility, do exceedingly conduce; 
though ſharp things are uſed zo ſearch wounds, 
yet Balm and Lenitives are the Medicines| 
that heal them; as Morter, a ſoft thing, is 
uſed to knit and binde other things toge- 
ther. It is obſerved by Socrates and Nices | 


| 


phorus of Proctas Patriarch of Conſtantinople, 
that being a Man of ſingular lenity and 
meekneſs, he did thereby preſerve intice 
the. Dignity of the Church, and by his 
ſpecial prudence healed a very great Diviſi- 
on in the Church, bringing back unto the 


Communion 


— an 
at— — — — 


Sa. 


{Communion thereof thoſe who had depart- 
edfromic. Je 

Fronr the various viciſſitudes and incon- 
\{tanciesof Human Events, whereby many 
times it cometh to paſs, that things which for 
che preſent'are judged very needfull and 


3 


rous for the futrre, as Polybins hath obler- 
ved, Hereby we may in all Conditions be 
taught Moderation , not to faint or be de- 


can raiſe us, -again; nor to {well or' wax 
Impotent with Prolperity; becauſe God can 


profi table, prove inconvenient and dange. | 


(JeRted in the day of Advetſity, becauſe God| 


as eaſily depreſs us. It'wasa wiſe Speech 
of the Lacedemonian Ambaſſadours' unto 
the .{thenians in Thurydides ; That they 
who have had many alternations and viciſ= 
fitudes of Good and Evil; cannot but deem 
it-Equal to be dn5o76rffoi made wngetyions, di ffident 
and moderate Mm their Proſperity; as Cans 
the Macedonian ſaid unto Alexander, That 
nothing did better ' become him , than 
* iy 78 wrvxfv cadpoim ,«aS HArrian tells us. 
And ſo on the other hand, this Grace -of 


Moderation doth ſo poizeand ballance the| 


heart with - Chriſtian Conſtancy and Cous 


rape,|. 
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| ebja great Contpany that cometh again$i us, nei- 


rage, thar 12-15 nodaſily. rolled; 0 or over» | 
'rarned by any Tempeſt ; but, as. they ſay; 
of the Palm-tree;, bearech up 2boyeall the 
difficulties that would deprefſc it; as good 
| Zeboſaphat, when he was ind with a 
great: 'multicude-of Adveclar ſaid inhis 
[Prayer | to Gad ; Ie bawe no might agaiuit | 


ther know we what todo ;. bug our eyes are ajje# | 
thee. Chron; 20.-62, | 

þ Laſtly From the Nearneſs of Chiiſt , 

which:is the Apoſtles Argument in the 
; Text, .The Lord is at:band... Prope ad Auxi- 
liunss| Near co: help us,, \ The Lard is nigh 
amo all that call upon him, Plal. 145.18. Deur. 
4-7- Wehaveno ſufficiency of our ſelves to| 
| improve: any Taknt, to manage any Con-. 
. dition.,. to-ule our Knowledge or Liberty, 
our Power 'or Proſperity to:the Honour of 
'God, or Service of his Church, .no power to! 
'rejoyce in Adverltcy, to torgive Injury, to! 
corre the exorbxrancy. of , any i inordinate, 
and irregular; Paſſion. . Only we bavea Lord 
Near unto us?, his Eye upon us. to lec our 
| Wants, his Ear open to hear pur DNeſizes, 

his Grace preſent to afliſt our Duties , New 
| Comforts 
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Coinfortsathand to ſupport our © Hearts, -his = 
|Power' and Providence continually ready 
| fo prote& our Perſons, to vindicate our In- 
nocen ce; to allay the wrath, and rebuke the 
 |atrempts of any that would harm us. _ This 
15one Principal cauſe of all our Impatiency 
and Perturbation , that we are ſo {oon 
ſhaken and dilcompoled withevery Temp- 
ration, ſo ſoon poſed withevery Difficulty, | 
that wedofooh deſpond underevery Storm, |- 
Becauſe we do not with an Eye of Faith look 
up unto God as one that Careth for us, 
and is ever near it hand as a Sun and a 
Shield, a Sanctuary and ah Hiding Place to 
ſecure us againſt all our Fears, 

Prope ad judicium , Near to judge -23, 
ro take Full and Impartiall Review af all 
|thar'is donebyus, andaceordingly to/Re: 
lope are either. Keftor Tronble, :as the A» 
 poſtle ſpeaks. This is a Fundamentall do- 
&rine which weallavowasan Article of the | 
Chriſtian Faith: AG. 17: rg. Rout: 144 40. 
2. Cir 5. to. That-Chriſt-sſhallCame:as the | 
Ocdained Officer to whom all Judgement is | 
Commirted, in/flaming Fire, atrended with | 
allthe IS Angels: Maith, 25. 21> 2, Theſſ. 
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11.7, 8. Jud, 10. 14,15. to give a-Righteous» 


an Imparcia)), and finall Doom and State| - 
vnto the Everlaſiing Condition of all men. 
Before whole molt dreadful} Tribunal we 
muſt all. appear, Stripp'd ofall our Wealth, 
Honors, Dignities, Retinues , accompa-! 
nied with nothing but our Conſciences, and 
our Works, whether good or Evill, to bears! | 
witnels of us, and there-reccive a propor- 
tionable Sentence to the things which we 


| 


have done : Holy men a Sentence of Abſolus/ 


tron and Mercy , tor the manifeſtation of 


{Gods glorious Grace, when he ſhall come | 


to be Magnified in  bzs Saints, and admired in 
all thoſe that believe. Wicked mena Sen-| 
tence of Reje&zonand Everlaſting defirution | 
from the preſence of the Lord, for the wmanife- | 
ſtation of his glorious Power and Juſtice,| 
when all the Devils ia Hell and Powers of 
Darkneſs ſhall be brought all cegether, and; 
be trodden down under his Feet, when all the ! 
low and narcow Intereſts of Secular wealth, | 
pleaſures, power and greatne(s which ſhort. 
lighted men fo patflionately dote upon, and 
fo eagerly purlue, ſhall to their Everlaſting | 


diſappointment be: {ſwallowed up in the ge-| 


neral 


un_—_— 
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neral Conflagration and ſo vaniſh for ever, 
When the poor and pitriful Artifices, where. 
by angry Mortalls do countermine and ſup- 


'planr one another, and mutually proje&| 


{each others vexations, ſhall to che confuſt- 
lon of the Contrivers be dcteted and deri- 
ded. Ina word, when nothing that ever we 
have done, ſhall afford benefit or comfort 
ro us, any further then as it was with a 
ſingle and upright aime directed to the Glo- 
ry of God, And mannaged by the Law of 


'Love, 


[| | Certainly this 15 one principal Reaſon of | 


all Immoderation amongſt Men, of De-! 
{pondence in Adverſity, of Iofolence in Pro-: 
ſperity, of Exceſs in Delights , of Pertuc- 
bation in Paſſions, of vindictive Retaliati-' 
ons; one principal; Reaſon why they do 
not with a ſingle Eye and an unbiaſſeg' 
Heart maanage all their Aﬀtions and De- 
Ggnes to the Glory of God, the Credit of 
|the- Goſpel , the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, 
the Edification and Salvationof the Souls of} 
Men ; but often ſuffer weak Paſſions, Pre- 
[judices, Intereſts ro State, model and over- 


| 


rule their Deſignes ; the Reaton [ay of all: 


G IS. 
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bi ; Becauſe the Terror of. the" Lerd hath not 
perſwaded- them,, becauſe they are not ſut- 
ficiently awed withthe All-ſecing Eye, and 
near approach of the Lord of Glory , be- 
i fore whom -all: their wayes are naked , with: 
; whom ll their Sinzes arelait up in ſtore, and 
| ſealed amongst bes Treaſures. Let us there- 
fore ſeriouſly reſolve toregulate all our Ati- 
ons. by our Great: Accompt. To tay with 
Job, What ſhalt I di hen Godriſeth up - and 
when ke wifiteth what ſhall I*anſwer him ? 
Job 31. 14 He. hath entruſted me with 
many Talents, with a Rich Treaſure of 


nout , of Wealth-and Learning , he hath 
depolited with me the Cuſtody of his Erer- 
nal Goſpel, the Grand” Intereſts of the 
Church - of. Chriſt, and, of the Precious 
Souls which: he redeemed: with his. own 
Blood. God'forbid that Iſhould ever ſuffer 


any Immoderare Paſitons, or Prejudices, 


Power and- Intereſt, of | Wiſedom and Ho+»| 


or- Partialities, or low and: narrow Inte- 
reſts. of mine; own' 10! farr to. tran{port me," 


asthat I ſhould betray fo great a Truſt, and, 


Judge. God enable me withthat Equani-, 


mity 


provoke the wrath of fo Holy and Juſt a 


443) 


\mity and ro off Heart. ,j EE 


Hypocriſie , and without Partiality, with 
a dire&t Eye to the Glory of God, the 


Kingdom of Chriſt, the Edification. and 
* [Peace of his Chucch; the Flouriſbing of 


{his Goſpel, and the Proſperity of the 


Souls of he Pcople; {o to dilcharge eve- 


able to give up.mine Accompts with Joy, 
and wheri the Chief Shepheard {hall ap- 
pear, 1 may,lifr up my Headin the day of 
Redemption, ad receive a Crown of Glory 
which tadeth.not away. 

Thus let your Moderation be known unto| 
All men, becauſe the Lord. 5s at haxd in his 
future approaching Tudgements.. But hath | 


|ry Truſt repoſed in me , as that I may be 


not the Lord been at hazd ,,near us, 1n.the 
midceſt of usalready, by. mapy. ſtrange Fat 
termingled Providences, by a ſeries of Glori-; 
ous Mercies, and 3 viciſſituge of dreadfull| 
| Judgments ;- as if. he would, beth wayes oy, 
| | whether by. the one we. woald be 'led yaty| 

 Repentance ,; of by the other learn Righteoufe | 
eſs ? Is it a (wall Mercy, that we have had 


the Goſpel of Salvation 10 the Purity, of the ; 


Reformed Religion far lolopg atime in cis, 
| G 2 _Land 9] 
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Land; having! bronghts fors-1o Titele 


| | which hath had che Goſpel in puicity, and 


|unſearchable, and his Wayes paſt finding | 


[It is not for us to know the Times or the 


Fruic in ariſwer to the Light and Grace 
which hath been therein revealed unto 
us? -I have-read an Obſervation in one! 
of 'the Homilies of ou: Church {( it my 
memory do not greatly faile me ) Thar 
we- ſhall nor often finde, that a Nation| 


! 
4 


not brought forth the Fruits thereof, harh 
enjoyed it much longer than 160 years. I 
do not mention this as a lad Preſage, for I 
dare rot ſet bounds to the infinite Mercy 
and Patience of God, his Judgements are| 


oat; the ſecret things belong unto him, 
and things revealed to us and our Children; 


Sealons, which the Father hath pur in his 
own Power : onely I deſire, by this ſad Ob- 
lervation, to awaken-bath my ſelf and you| 
timely to confider the things that do belong un- 
to- our Peace , before they be hidden from our 
Eyes; tor this 1s aſober andcertain Truth, 
that the Sins of a Church, as the Fruitsof a 
well-ordered Garden , do riper much faſter 
than thoſe of a Wildernefs;- and therefore 


= — tre, 


the, 


Jeremiab compareth the Judgements threat- 
ned aga'nſt them unto the Rod of an Almond- 


haflten Tudgements , we have greatreaſon to 


rot to delay1o keep his Commandements, 
Again, was it not a great and eminent 


Scabbard the Sword of violent men, {well*d 
into Pride and Arrogance, with theie many 
Succeſſes, when he infatuated their Coun- 
lells, ſhattered and diſfipated their Under- 


confuſion of their own Conſultations ? 

Was it not a glorious and wonderfull 
Mercy , that after a long and bitter Baniſh- 
[ment the Lord brought back our dread So- 
weraign in the Chariots of Aminadab, upon 
the wings of Loyalty and Love. unto his 
| Royal Throne, without che cffufion of one 
:drop of Blood , and thereby made way for 
\a- ſtable and duruble Settlement both of 


[rhe Prophet Amos calleth them by the name| 
of Summer Fruit, Amos 8. 2. The Prophet 


tree, Jer. x. 11. which ſhooteth forth her 
Bloſſoms before other Trees. And therefore 
when we have reaſon to fear that God will| 


| ws with holy David, to make baſt and| 


Mercy, when G-d commanded up into the| * 


takings, and ſwallowed them-up in the] 
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'other ordinary Mercies, of flogriſhing of 
'Trade, and plenty of Proviſions, where. 
wich this Nation hath been for a long time 
bleſſed :- And may it not be {aid of us as ir 
'was of Fezehkiab, chat we have not rendered 
( again according to the Benefits done unto us ? 
'but have ſurteited and played the Wantons 
with thele great Mercies ; ſo that the Lord 
hach been provoked to lift up his Hand in 
many ſore and dilmal _ againſt 
us ? | | : 
For after that Thouſands and Ten 
Thouſands had fallen by the Sword of an 
unnaturall War in the High Places of the 
Field, he hath ſtirred up Poteat Adverſa- 
ries abroad againſt vs, though. bleſſed be 
his Name we have not only hitherto been 
delivered from their Fury, but by ſignall 
Succeſſes have had . good reaſon to hope 
that the Lord hath owned our Righteous 
Caule. | 

Yet for all this, his Anger isnot turned a- 
way, but. bi Hand 3s ftretched out ſtill, tor 


©} 


"Church and State > Tolay nothing of the 


| 


he hath in theſe rwo years laſt paſt em pried, 
this City and Nation in very many. parts, 
| thereot,| 


$ 


Fn OF” 


Reaſon compute, above an Hundred Thou-| 
[{and of her Inhabitants, by the fury of a| 
raging and contagious Peſtence, the like 
whereunto pollibly cannot be paralell'd for 


{5me Handred of years. Andyet aſter all 


thereof, as we may I preſume with good 


this, his Anger hath not been turned away, but 
his md is Streched out ſtill. He hath like- 
wile contended by Fire, and by the late 
direfull Conflagration, hath laid in Aſhes the 
glorious Metropolis of this Nation, hath] 
made deſolate almoſt all her goodly Palaces} 
and laid waite almoſt all the San&uaries of 
God therein. Thus the Lord hath come! 
with Fire, and with his Chariots like a whirle- 
wind, to render bis Anger with fury, and bis 
| Rebuke with flames of Fire; for by Fire and by 
Sword bath he pleaded with us, andthe Slain of 
the Lord bawe been man 

We ſec how the Lord harh been near us 
both in wayes of Mercy and of ſudgement, 
as if he would fay of us as of Ephraim, Is 
| Ephraim my dear Son? #s he apleaſant Child © 


for ſirce I ſpeak againſt him Ido earneſtly remem- 


 . [for bim. IT will ſurely have mercy upon him, 
* ſaith 


eats, 


ber bim ſtill, therefore my Bowels are troubled; ' 
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Church and State? To lay nothing of the 
other ordinary Mercies, of flogriſhing of| | 
| Trade, and plenty of Proviſions, where.| : 
with this Nation hath been for a long time| 
bleſſed :- And may it not be ſaid of us as it| 
was of Fexekiab, that we have not rendered, 
| again according to the Benefits done unto us ?\ 
but have ſurteitcd and played the Wantons || 
with theſe great Mercies ; 1o that the Lord | | 
hath been provoked to lift up his Hand in| 
any fore and dilmal Judgements againſt| | 
us ? | | ; 
For after that Thouſands and Ten 

Thouſands had fallen by the Sword of an| 
unnaturall War in the High Places of the| 
Field, he hath ſtirred up Potent Adverſa-| 
ries abroad againſt vs, though. bleiſed be] 
his Name we have not only hitherto been| | 
delivered from their Fury, bur by fignall| 
Succeſſes have had .good reaſon to hope| 
{chat the Lord hath owned our Righteous, * 
Caule. | 
Yet for all this, his Anger is not turned a-| 
way, but. bis Hand 3 ftretched out ſtill, tor| 
he hath in theſe two years laſt paſt empried| 
this City and Nation in very many parts| | 
thereof,| 
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Reaſon compute, above an: Hundred Thou-! 
ſand of her Inhabitants, by the fury of a 
10 _ and contagious Peſtzence, the like 


whereunto polſibly cannot be paralell'd for 
»me Hundred of years. And yet after all 
this, his Anger hath not been turned away, but 
his Hd is Streched out ſtill, He hath like- 
wile contended by Fire, and by the late 
direfull Conflagration, hath laid in Aſhes the| 
glorious Metropolis of this Nation, hath 
made deſolate almoſt all her goodly Palaces, 
and laid waite almoſt all the SanGuaries of | 
'{Ged therein, Thus the Lord hath come! 
watb Fire, and with his Chariots like a whirle- 
wind, to render bis Anger with fury, and bis 
|Rebuke with flames of Fire; for by Fire and by 
| Sword bath he pleaded with us, andthe Slain of 
the Lord have been man 
We ſec how the Lord hath been near us 
both in wayes of Mercy and of Judgement, 
as if he would fay of us as of Ephraim, Is 
- | Ephraine my dear Son? 1 he apleaſant Child 9\ 
for ſerce I ſpeak againſt him T do earneſtly remem- 
ber bim ſtill, therefore my Bowels are troubled; ' 
for bum. IT will ſurely bave mercy cpm lin 
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thereof, as we may 1 preſume with good! 
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| ſaiththe Lord. And again, How ſhall I give thee 
up Ephraim, How ſhall I deliver thee Iſrael ? 
| How ſhall 1 make thee as Admali? How ſpall 
I ſet thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned 


within me, my Repentings are kindled together. | 3 


- 7 
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I will not execme the fiercenes of mine Anger, 1 
will not return to deftroy Ephraim,for I am: God 
and not Man, &c. Jer. 31- 20. Hol, 11.8, 9. 


the firſt Acception,which I gave of the Ori- 
ginal Wordin the text, namely, to teach us: 


hortation. of the Apoltle, Let your Conwer- 


for Holyneſs of Life, the Author of it a Pat- 


Enenues, might ſerve him without fear in 


dayes of our life The DoGrine of it a 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, 1. Tim. 2. 16. There is 
notan Article of the Creed which hath not 
. Holyneſs 


1 ſhall Limit the Inference from all this ro! * 


from hence to walk as becometh the digzity of © 
our High Calling, according to that Ex-| | 


ſation be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, For | 
every thing of the Goſpel doth call upon us| - 


tern of Holyneſs, He that ſaith he abideth in| * 
bim, mu$t walk even as be walked, «. Joh 2. 6. 
The End of it a deſign of Holynels, That! 
we being delivered out of the hand of our| © 


Holyne fs and S—_ ſs before him all the} - : 


« \ 


| 


| | a» 


Holyneſs: SA ; Conſequent of it. The Laws of| © 


ic Preſcripts of Holineſs, Be ye perfec. as 
| [your Heavenly Father 1s perfed, CI, $+48. 
The Cardnall Graces ot it Faith, Love, and 
Hope, all Principles of Holyneſs , Faath 
Purifieth the Fleart and worketh by Lowe, AG. 
15. 9. Gal, 5. 6. Love is the fu Iflling of the 
Law, Rom, 13. 10. Herein is Lowe if we 
keep his Commandements, 1 Joh. 5, 3. Ande- 
very one that hath this Hope inhbim purifeeth 
himſelf even as he js pure, 1 Joh. 3.3. Noman 
can rationally hope to belike unto Chriſt 
in Glory hereafter, who reſolves to be 
unlike unto. him in Grace and Holyneſs 
here ; for Glory is the Conſummation and 
Reward of Grace. All the precious Pro- 
miſes- of the Goſpel invite unto Holy- 
nels, Hawing theſe Promiſes, dearly belowed, 
let ws cleanſe our Selwves from all ftbineſeof 
Fleſh and Sprit, perfeling Holyneſs in the 
fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Laſtly, the 


unto Holyneſs ; ſince we know, that without 
Holyneſs no Mar ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb.n. 14, 
and that he will come in fluming Fire to take 
vengeance on thoſe that know not God, and that 
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dreadfull Threatnings of the Goſpel drive |. 


H | obey |. 


"CF 


obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Cbrift, 2 | 


| [teacheth us to deny Ungodlyneſt and Worldly|. 


which that we may all do, The God of Peace, | 
whobrought again from the Dead the Lord| 


Theſf. 1. 8. And therefore as ever we ex- || 
pe& to enjoy the- Benefits of the Goſpel , |; 

( without the which we are of all Creatures |: 
the moſt miſerable) we muſt ſhew forth:|/ 
the Efficacy and Power of the Grace of the | 
Goſpel in our Hearts and Lives, which| 


Lufts, andto Live Soberly , Rigbteouſly, and| 
Godly in this Preſent World, Tut. 2. 11, 12.| 


Jeſus, the Great Shepheard of the Sheep,} | 
through the Blood of the. Everlaſting Cos| 
venant, make us perfe&& in every Good 
Work to do his Will, working in us that 
which 1s pleaſing in his fight, through Jeſus 
Chriſt; ro whom be Glory for Ever and] 
Ever. Amen. 
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